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Chandler's crime classic is back on the screen 


The Master of Mysteries 


Holed up in a seedy skid row rat- 
trap, hunted ty friend and foe alike, 
an otherwise stalwart Philip Mar- 
lowe (Robert Mitchum) loses his cool 
when a flatfoot flunky suggests a 
much needed shave. “I need anoth- 
er drink. I need a lot of life insur- 
ance. I need a vacation and all Ive 
got Is a coat, a hat and a gun.” But 
according to predecessors Hum- 
phrey Bogart, Dick Powell, Rober 


Montgomery and Elliot Gould that’s 
allit takes when you're mouthing the 
‘words of America’s master of mys- 
teries, Raymond Chandler. Now 
HBO viewers can see Mitchum's por- 


By Gary J. Prebula 


trayal of Marlowe in the first TV 
showing of Farewell, My Lovely. 

Developing a legendary fictional 
character while legitimizing a new 
brand of mystery fiction was the last 
thing the unemployed 45-year-old 
Chandler nad in mind when he first 
started writing short stories in 1933, 
Chicago born, but English raised, 
the ex-RAF aerial ace turned ac- 
Countant was seeking a Depression- 
proof job when he chanced upon the. 
shamus fiction of Dashiell Hammett 
in America’s foremost mystery pulp, 
The Black Mask, 

Chandler's work drew upon his 
short-lived career as ajournalistand 
Hammett's slang-oriented realstic 


iy 


approach to mystery writing. "Ham- 


met,” he said, “gave murder back 
to the kind of people that committed 
i” Chandler centered his seven 
novels around a cynical, worldweary 
do-gooder named Philip Marlowe. 
More interested in justice than solv- 
ing a good whodunit, private eye 
Marfowe took on an additional di- 
mension when Chandler based his 
character in boomtown Los Ange- 
les. His combination of L.A.’s seamy 
underside and its nouveau riche top- 
ping resulted in a second character 
for each novel, the city itself. 


Raymond Chandi 


Although his second novel, Fare- 
well, My Lovely was the first to be 
made into a film, opening in 1942 as. 
The Falcon Takes Over. Three years 
later a remake, Murder, My Sweet. 
|. changed Dick Powells screen im- 

‘age from crooner to actor. 

Eight films and as many Marlowes 
2 later, Robert Mitchum’s tired voice, 

disheveled bulk and woatherbeaten 
face has captured the physical es- 
sence of Chandler's genius better 
than any predecessor except Hum- 
phrey Bogart. Describing Marlowe 
as “a man of virtue wrapped in a 
cloak of cynicism," Mitchum's act- 
ing Is as good and tough as Chan- 
dler’s prose. July 16,17,20,25,27,30 
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Premieres 


Bruce Lee and I Thelate Bruce Loo 
returns to the screen in spirit only. 
‘Ayoung boy seeks revenge afterthe. 
brutal murcer of his parents com- 
pels him to a lite of fighting injus- 
tice, Divine intervention, martlal arts 
{raining and a photo of Lee provide 
him with the courage that he needs. 
(B-1:80) July 19,21,24,28,31 
Escape to the Sun Israeli director 
Menahem Golan weaves a tale torn 
from today's headlines. A merried 
student couple joins with a Solzhen!= 
tsyn-like wiiter, a retired aviation 
hero and four other oppressed Jews 
toplot thelrescape from MotherRus- 
sia. Laurence Harvey stars as aMos- 
cow commissar out to prove that 
something 's rotten in Leningrad, 
(PG-1:45) July 12,14,17,22,24,28 


Farewell, My Lovely The third 
time proves to be the charm as Ray- 
mond Chandler's cynical detective, 
Philip Marlowe (Robert Mitchum), re- 
surfaces In this hard-bolled remake. 
‘Awake of mayhem and murder trails 
Marlowe across the mean streets of 
1940s Los Angeles when a missing 
person job erupts into a classie case 
of blackmail, Charlotte Rampling 
‘and Sylvia Miles co-star. 

(R-1:38) July 16,17,20,25,27,90 
Four Feathers The 1898 Biilish- 
khalifar war for the Sudan is tho 
backdrop for high adventure as Sir 
Ralph Richardson fights to clear his 
name, Producer Alexander Korda 
used actual battle sites, 4000 native 
‘extras and the real British gunboats, 
(2:01) uly 19,21,28,2629,91 
Hester Strest A vivid reminder 
that all Americans are immigrants, 
‘no matter how many generations re 
moved, A young Russian Jew (Carol 
Kane) joins her husband after his 
three year stay In the U.S, only to 
find an assimilated Yankee. Her do- 
‘velopment into an American makes 
this an ideal Bicentennial picture, 
(G-4331) uly 2.4 
‘The Icaman Cometh America's 
only Nobel Prize winning playwright, 
Eugene O'Neill, wrote this powerful 
drama of alcoholic delusion in 1939, 
Described by Time as ‘a film of o 
traordinary beauty and power.” t 
American Film Theatre production 
stars Lee Marvin as Hickey, the der- 
lict salesman who sells the gift of 
life without illusions, while he keeps 
the greatest illusion. for himself 
(3:59) July 58.11.29 
Loto Howatdand Joon Gexdner 
InthoSeurerPmporno! 
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Man with the Golden Gunit'shigh 
‘noon for James Bond (Roger Moore) 
‘a3 007 faces a showdown to the 
death against a goldon-gunned as- 
sassin (Christopher Lee) out to claim 
million dollar bounty by killing Eng- 
land's most secret of agents. Brit 
Ekland, Maud Adams and the solu- 
tion to the world’s energy crisis test 
the legendary talents-of 007 In this 
sereen adaptation of lan Fleming's 
last novel. Clifton James co-stars. 
(PG205) "July 9,10,19,22,25, 28, 
The Scarlet Pimpernel The cle- 
gant extravagance of Sir Alexander 
Korda's thirties costume pictures is 
never more evident than In this 1985 
comedy-adventure starring Leslie 
Howard and Joan Gardner. Fopish 
English nobleman Howard eludes his 
French wife and the dragoons of Ro- 
bespierre while he wages a one- 
man, duat-dentity crusade to save 
Innocent French aristocrats. trom 
the guillotine of the Revolution. 
(a7 ‘Joly 12,15,17,20,22,28 
"72Olympie Gold An in-depth [ook 
atthe finals of the Munich Olympiad, 
(1:90) July 12,15,10,10,20,25,90 
Swept Away .... by an Unusual 
Destiny in the Blue Sea of Au- 
gust A deserted Mediterranean isle 
Is transformed into.a battlefield by 
a par of mismatched castaways as 
the sexes experience ‘heir greatest 
Clash since Lombard battled Barry- 
more in Twentiath Centtiry. Italian 
director Lina Wertmuller re-teams 
duo Giancarlo Giannini and Mar- 
angela Melato in a comedy that 
proves that love does conquer all. 
(R158) oly 28,24,26,29 


Features 


Fllms finishing June premiere run: 
‘Tho Brutal Showdown A review 
of boxing-weestling clashes, (1:15) 
Death Race 2000 David Carradine 
ina tale of motorized mayhem at 
the dawn of a new century, (R-1:24) 
He Is My Brother: Adventures of 
two shipwrecked: brothers (Keenan: 
Wynn and Bobby Sherman). (G-1:30) 
‘The Homecoming A-T production 
of Harold Pinter's drama about a 
woman-hating English family, (1:56) 
Monty Python and: the Holy 
Grail Six cultural satirists. stumble 
through Arthurian legend. (PG-1:29) 
Rollerball James Caen portrays the 
super sports star of the year 2018, 
John Houseman co-stars. (R-2:03) 
‘The Stoolie Jackie Mason as a po- 
lice informer on the fun, (1:30) 
Where Red Fern Grows James 
Weitmore and Lonay Chapman in a 
film about af Ozark legend, (G-1:37) 
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The Man 
With the 
Golden Gun 


When was the last time you met a 
person who had never seen a Janes. 
Bond film? According to Bond se- 
ries producer Albert “Cubby” Broc- 
coll, that person would be hard to. 
find. Approximately 700 milion poo- 
ple, one out of every five in the 
world, have seen at least one of the 
nine films featuring the world’s most, 
‘overt covert agent—the invincible 
James Bond. Capturing the all-ime 
box office record for a series, the 
Bond flicks have eamed a whopping 
300 million dollars since Dr, No pre 
miered in 1962. 

Viewed in more than 29 countries, 
The Man with the Golden Gun, which 


The last novel to be written by 
Fleming before his death in 1964, 
The Man with the Golden Gun offers 
a rich variety of exotic locations for 
Bond's tangle with the infamous mil- 
lion dollar assassin, Scaramanga, 
From London to Beirut to Portugal 
to Macao fo Hong Kong to Sangkok 
to the Gulf of Siam, Bond matches 
wits with golden bullets, Chinese. 
‘gangsters and a deadly dwarf for the 
key to the world's energy problem, 
the Solex Agitator. 

‘But Bond wasn't the only one who 
tangled with menace in Southeast 
Asia, During the film’s production a 
‘change of goverriment in Thailand 


Bond is back again, 


battling in the Orient 


will be seen on HBO this month, 
guaranteed the series’ continued 
Success by updating the Bondmania, 
formula. Escapism pure and simple 
was the film's main objective and it 
was achieved by reverting back to 
what reviewer Judith Crist lovingly 
described as “the free-wheeling, 
whooshing nonsense of the early 
Fleming fairy tales for grownups," 
Star Roger Moore was the pro- 
ducers’ first choice for the part of 
Bond 15 years ago, but because of 
contract problems the role went to 
Sean Connery. Moore took over the 
part in Live and Let Die. Joining him 
in a repeat performance is Citon 
James, who again portrays a bun- 
‘Gling, red-necked Southern sheriff 
The Man with the Golden Gun finds 
James vacationing in Bangkok when 
Bond drafts him as navigator for a 
breathtakingland/sea chase. 


Christopher Lee ams his 0.45.01 007, 


nearly resulted in the film's demise 
when Broccoli was charged with 
desecrating sacred land. A hasty 
cleanup followed and Broccoli then 
turned to the elaborate two-month. 
task of constructing Scaramanga’s 
palatial jungle fortress. A monumen- 
tal crew of designers, draftsmen and 
workers labored day and night for 
the 15-second scene that is the oll- 
maxto the film. 

007 will next be seen in The Spy 
Who Loved Me. Fleming's will for- 
bids the use of the plotof that novel, 
though not its tile, fora fllm. Broc= 
coli's scriptwriters have created a 
story around the title and production 
‘will begin soon. Moonraker is slated 
for the following year, atter which a 
nonleming story is teing consid- 
ered. Whatever the plot, one can be 
sure that you'll be seeing Moore of 
Bond uly 9,10,13,22,26,28 
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An Unusual Destiny in 


Lina Wertmuller is swept away 
ona wave of critical raves 


For the past two years, Lina Wertmuller has maneged 
with ease what few male and even fewer female di- 
rectors have accomplished with difficulty. Four back to 
back financial and critical successes have propelles the 
44-year-old ltalian into the international limelight. Using, 
her consistent theme of the clash between sex and pol- 
ics, and supported by the acting 
talents of Giancarlo Giannini, Wert- 
‘muller has earned critical raves and 
box office bucks from Milano to Mil- 
waukee. HBO viewers this month will 
see the first TV presentation of her 
acclaimed Swapt Away... 

Wertmuller's. story isn't one of 
‘overnight success, Her down pay- 
ment was comprised of six moder 
ately successful (mainly in aly) 
piotures after a frustrating career In 
theatre as a wilter/director. Her 
work as an assistant to director Fre- 
derico Fellini on 8% convinced him 
to help secure the financing for one. 
ofher scripts, 

Wertmuller cast Giannini in the ti- 
tle role of The Seduction of Mimiand 
the rest is golden history. The for- 
mer star of Zeffirell's Romeo and 
Juliet and the Italian theatre’s most 
promising actor, Giannini, with his 
Sad face and ‘passionate acting 
style, brought a newlife to Wertmull- 
er's direction, 

The director-actor electricity con- 
tinued with Love and Anarchy, Wert 
multer's firstinternational box office 
Una Wertmulir (6p) directed Gin 
‘alo Gianni (conto and Maange 
Nolo (baton) insveprAnoy. 


the Blue Sea of August 


bonanza. A successful revival of The Seduction of Mimi shortly followed, as- 
tonishing moviegoers and critics who missed its limited first run. When 
‘Swept Away... cascaded upon the screen the following year, Wertmuller re- 
alized what she had going. “Giancarlo wes born to be an actor,” she told 
Time. “He was born to work at my side. And | was born to work at his. Our 
fatesare sealed.” 
Currently enjoying her. fourth hit in a row, Seven Beauties, Wertmuller 
continues to enjoy raves from reviewers across the country. Jahn Simon, 
i@ Notoriously hard-to-please critic of New York Magazing, wrote that 
‘Seven Beauties propels Wertmuller into the highest regions of cinematic. 
art, into the company of the major directors.” Wertmuller says her life's 
{goal is “to tell stories with joy, to make people laugh, to make them cry, to 
make movies which show a regard for what it means to be a human be- 
ing.” A recent four-picture deal with Warner Brothers should help make 
thatdream reality. July 23,24,26,29 


Onlocation from UCLA. 


Mort Sahl 


When he burst upon the national 
scene in 1960, a Time cover story 
described Mort Sahl as “young, ir- 
reverent and trenchant. The best of 
the new comedians, he is also the 
first notable American political sat- 
irist since Wil Rogers.” Mort Sahi 
may be older now but his slashing at- 
tacks of polltical satire are sharper 
than ever. In addition he has now 
gained a new depth, more’ mellow 
and less bitter, thatis attracting new 
followers across the country. HBO 
subscribers will have the chance to 
hear Sahl when he performs On Lo- 
Cation this month from the campus 
OfUCLA, _ July5,7,11,16,23,27.30 


Munich Olympic finals 


"72 Gold 


The 1972 Olympic games in Munich 
were packed with great athletic 2c- 
complichments. Now the outetand- 
ing moments from 90 gold medal 
Performances in swimming, gym- 
nasties and track and field durhg 
that Olympiad are brought together 
for you in ‘72 Olympic Gold. The slow 
motion photography and special 
closeups usedin this feature-length 
film provide a unique look at tho 
world championship achievements 
of such stars as swimmer Mark 
Spitz, gymnast Olga Korbut and 
trackmen Dave Wollle and Valeri 
Bordzoff. July 12,15,16,18,20,25,30 
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Laurence Harvey in Escaperoshe Sun 


Harvey: Cad to the end 
Escape to 
the Sun 


In Escape to the Sun, one of his last. 
films, Laurence Harvey continued 
the tradition that had marked hie ca- 
reer—playing a misguided misdoer. 
Before he was struck down by can- 
cer in 1974, Harvey had appeared in 
more than 50 films. Described by 
‘The New York Times asthe perfect 
pin-striped cad” for his acting in 
such films as Butterfiela8 and Room 
at the Top, Harvey got his greatest 
Critical acclaim as the brainwashed 
assassin in The Manchurian Candi- 
date. In Escape to the Sun he is a 
cold-hearted, questioning commis- 
sar. uly 12,14,17,22,24,29 


‘There are all sorts of sports on tap 
for HBO viewers in July. The month 
begins with the semifinals of the 
Winbledon Tennis Tourney on July 
Vand 2, After that tennis aficionados 
uiillbe able to see theirfavorite stars 
in action.on the World Team Tennis 
circuit. On July 7 the Golden Gaters 
take on Los Angeles and on July 14 
San Diego will face Bilie Jean King 
anc the New York Sets. Pittsburgh 
willgo to the net against Phoenix on. 
‘July 21 and then will play Indiana on 
the28th. 

Another top championship rodeo 
match, this one from Strong Ci 
Kansas, is slated for July 3. HBO's 
‘coverage of professional soccer will 
‘continue on July 24 when Philadel- 
phia kicks off against Seattle, And 
Professional bowling matches. are 
set for July 10 and 31. In all, it's a 
full summer schedule of sports. 
BilioJoanKingot the New YorkSens 


Foreign Films 


‘The Soft Skin 
Familiarity doesn’t breed contempt when the subject is 
handled by director Francois Truffaut. This 1964 French 
Jove story takes great pains to present the eternal ti- 
angle from an anti-romantic, realistic point of view. The 
{lin focuses 01 the adult difficulties of a middle-agedlit- 
trary critic's erumbling marriage and his new found love 
for a young alline stewardess, His attempts al keeping 
the affair hidden trom his wite at first make her sus- 
picious and then desperate, (Subttled-2:00).__July'11 


Just Before Nightfall 
Director Claude Chabrol shows how far some people 
Will go to keep their lives undisturbed. Charles is having 
‘an affair with his best friend's wife. Al the end of oneaf- 
ternoon rendezvous he kills her. Though not even sus~ 
pected, Charles attempts to atone for his crime. He 
Confesses to his wife and to his Iriend, but. both ignore 
the nightmare; that way they can preserve thelr friend- 
ship, and more importantly, their respectability. A dark- 
lyhumorous and disturbing tm, (Subtitied-1:40) July 18 


The Bicycle Thief 
Once named in a poll of international critics as the best 
film ever made, Vittorio De Sica’s Oscar-winning 1948 
movie uses ordinary people anc Italian city streets to 
resent the plight of a peasant family in post WW Il 
Rome. The siory and the family's economic survival 
hinges on a bicycle and the work it provides. Father 
land son's search for the stolen bike ends with, as Life 
put it, “the greatest movie wrench at the heart strings 
since Charlie Chaplinin The Kid.” (Oubbed-1:29).. July 25 


LAvventura 
Although director Michelangelo Antonicnt Is probably 
best known fer Blow-Up, L’Avventura Is generally con- 
sidered his masterpiece. The film Is a study of two peo- 
ple: Sandro, an Italian architect willing to compromise, 
anything for suecess, and Claudia, a young weallhy Ro- 
man who begins a half-passionate relationship 

Because of its innovative direction and its Bik But 
honest view of contemporary life, New Yorker critic Pau 
line Kael rightly called it “one of the most influential of 
all modern films.” (Subtitled-2:25) ‘August 1 


Children’s Films 


Flash the Sheepdog 

An English orphan named Tom learns the hard way 
about differences betsieen the British and Scottish way 
of Ife. Lonely days with his aunt and uncle on thoi 
farm in Scotland are made worse by an antagonistic 
neighbor boy. Things improve when a shepherd gives 
‘Tom a border collie. Both dog and boy profit when they 
enter the local sheepdog trials. (0:45) July. 


Mauro the Gypsy 

Gygsies can still be seen occasionally on the outskirts 
of English villages. As this story of Mauro, a gypsy boy, 
shows, relations between them and the townstolk aro 
often strained. A local gossip accuses the gypsies of 
stealing chickens and Iittering the countryside. But Mau- 
ro disproves the villagers’ fears and gains their trust 
when he helpsalocal resident, (0:45) July5,7.9 


‘Scramble 
Jimmy Riley is at a turning point between being a ju- 
Verile delinquent or a hero. In trouble with ihe police be- 
fore, he wants a clean start with new friends In a motor 
bike’ club and a job ip.a garage. Going straight seems 
\worihwhile until friends from the past show up and steal 
a car, Between the action and suspense, Jimmy must 
decide whose side he ison. (0:45) uly 12,14,16,17 


Boy of Two Worlds) 
The untimely death of a Danish: sea captain and his 
West Indian wife leaves their young son homeless. The 
boy's spinster aunt in Denimark takes him in, but his hap- 
pines Is short-lived. Hs shyness and dark complexion 
‘set him apart from the robust Danish children and spark 
thelr discrimination. Miserable, the boy flees to the for- 
estolive ike RobinsonCrusoe. (1:23) July 19,21,28,24 


Pippi Longstocking 

With her red hair and 2 big toothy arin, Inger Nielson fs 
a natural as the infamous ehlidren's’ character Pippi 
Longstecking, Inger was chosen from 800 contestants 
forthe part of an incorrigible child who liv alone with 
hernorse and a pet menkey. A delight to local children, 
Pippi constantly vexes the prim playground mistress 
whowanlstohave er utinahams. (130) Jly262830 


Seanbia 


Blazing Saddles Comic master Nel Brooks! version of 
how the West was fun is a hotbed of hilarity. Staring 
Cleavon Little, Gene Wilder, Harvey Korman, Madeline 
Kahn and SlimPiekens.(R-1:38) Julys4 
Cooley High Two talented but bored black high schol 

‘ers wait for the future in early 1960s Chicago. Top pe- 
‘riod sounds trom Motown. (PG-1:47) ly4,7 
Combroad, Earl and Me High school basketball star 
Keith Wilkes is accidentally killed by the police. His par= 
entssue, only face acover-up.(PG-1:20) July 18. 
‘A Delicate Belance Katharine Hepburn and Paul Sco- 
fleld's tenuous domestic life is upset by their bitter 
daughter and theit alcoholie sister-in-law in this Amer= 
ican Film Theatre production of playwright Edward A 
bee's Pulltzer Prize drama,(2:14) uly27 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mra, Baeil E, Frankwelor 
Ingrid Bergman holds the key to the puzzle when two 
children uncover an art mystery while hiding in New 
York's Metropolitan Museum of Art.(G-1:38) _July27 
Memory of Us Suburban housewife Ellen Geers forced 
to balance her roles aa wife and mother against her 
need for selt-ulfillment as a photographer. A sincere 
portrayal of acontemporary dilemma. (PG-1:34) July 
‘The Prisoner of Second Avenu Ad man Jack Lem- 
mon loses his job and bis mind; wife Anne Bancroft ties 
tokeep thelosses to aminimum. (PG-1:38) duly? 
Project Kill Leslie Neilsen and Gary Lockwood star in 
this behind-the-headlines tale of sanctioned assassina- 
tion, Project leader Neilsen wants to come in from the 
‘cold but there's no exit for this executioner. The Pnil- 
Ippine Islands are the backdrop for the clash between 
Neilsen and protégé Lockwood.(R-1:90)._ July 17,221 
‘The Reincarnation of Peter Proud Michael Sarrazin 
‘stages the ultimate comeback ase investigates events 
Of his previous life that lead to his brutal death. Jon- 
rifer O'Neill and Margot Kidder co-star. (R-1:44) | July31 
Saven Alone in 1843 the Sager family Iell their Nis- 
sour farm and began a 2,000 mile trek along the Or- 
gon Trail. Neither Pappy Sager nor his wile lived to 
see their "Promised Land.” Parentless, their seven chil 
dren continued the journey alone. This family feature is 
basedona true story.(G-1:37) suly3,7 
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Players Sicnart ans Isabolle Standwetl 


The Little Players repertory compa- 
ny is a distinguished troupe. Dame 
Isabelle Standwell is its founder. Ma- 
demoiselle Garonce has sung her 
way to torchy triumphs in cabarets 
across Europe. Sicnarf, Isabelle’s 
brother, is a talented Sussex squire 
who emigrated to Louisiana. Elsie 
Lump Is a versatile veteran of Eng- 
lish music halls. Altogether, an illus- 
trious group, especially when one 
considers that they are all puppets. 

Despite their wooden heads, The 
Little Players—one of the few pup- 
pet theatres for adults—so mesmer- 
izes audiences that viewers often 
forget thatit’s a pair of human heads 
who are behind it all. In this case 


Jubilation ‘76: Puppet theatre for adults 


The Little Players 


it's Bill Murdock and Francis Pesch- 
ka, who created the troupe in 1952. 

For Jubilation '76, the company's 
tribute to the Bicentennial, the play- 
ers present their favorite bits of 
American drama and literature, in- 
cluding Sicnarf’s rendition of Mark 
Twain and Elsie Lump’s raucous ver- 
sion of Let Me Entertain You. 

As Time noted, “the extraordinary 
timing and emotion" makes The Lit- 
tle Players “far more real to most of 
their fans than the cardboard actors 
of Broadway.” When actress Bette 
Davis used to phone for reservations 
she always asked for “Miss Lump, 
please." For HBO viewers no reser- 
vations are needed, July 4,21,24,26 


Puppeteers Francis Peschka and Bill Murdock 
V1,2,3,4,6 


